
These last months symbolized a shift from mourning to

building. Against ongoing restrictions at the Mount's

gates, we continued to work - on the ground and in the

Knesset - to establish our right to ascend the Temple

Mount as a permanent, unshakable fact.
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On Tisha B'Av, the day we mourn the Temple's destruction,

we chose to begin building - launching a broad campaign

with a vision of a network of local communities dedicated to

the Temple Mount. On the fast day itself, thousands of Jews

ascended the Mount, including ministers and Knesset

members, alongside powerful scenes of prayer. But there was

real struggle as well: visitors were detained and removed

through selective enforcement, and the Mount remained

closed at night despite our request that it be opened. We also

continued to fight in the Knesset to amend the Law for the

Protection of Holy Places, fought against restrictive

administrative orders, and led a campaign to expand visiting

hours for Selichot during the days of Elul.



Chapter 1: The Battle for Longer Hours
As part of our campaign we issued a public call to

open the Temple Mount on the eve of Tisha B'Av,

to allow the public to ascend and mark the national

day of mourning at the site of the Temple. The call

gained traction and was published in Israel Hayom.

Further evidence of the campaign's impact came,

ironically, from the other side: a figure identified

with Hamas took the trouble to circulate our

campaign materials in order to incite against them.

This attempt didn't deter us — quite the opposite. It

illustrated just how much of a threat Jewish presence

on the Mount is seen as by our enemies.

View the protest we held on Ti’sha B’Av here:

https://www.israelhayom.co.il/news/local/article/21007518
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/PHCvCaxFp9I


We prepared a broad campaign under the call "Temple Mount

Communities — It's In Our Hands."  The goal: founding a network of

communities across the country dedicated to the Temple Mount,

bringing the Mount into homes and creating a deeper connection. At our

annual activists' gathering, on the 2nd of Av in Jerusalem, we unveiled the

campaign's goals and distributed outreach assignments. Alongside the

fundraiser, supporters were offered models of the Temple and pendants

from "Moriah" incorporating stone from the Mount, and public figures

called on others to take part.

Chapter 2: The Temple Mount Communities

This year we turned mourning  into action.



On the fast itself, the 9th of Av, 3,703 Jews

ascended the Mount — despite it not being open

in the evening as requsted. Among the

ascenders were senior officials: Minister of

National Security Itamar Ben Gvir, Minister

Yitzhak Wasserlauf, and MKs Amit Halevi and

Sharren Haskel. Prayers, singing, bowing, and

the Priestly Blessing were seen across the

Mount.

Yet the gap between the ascenders' rights and

police conduct was exposed again. Poor

organization at the gates left crowds waiting for

hours in the sun while fasting, and visitors were

then rushed off the Mount. Some were detained

and removed for laying tefillin or minor route

deviations; one group was dispersed with

pepper spray. A reminder that our struggle is far

from over, and that we must keep fighting for

the right of Jews to ascend and pray on the

Mount.

Chapter 3: Tisha B'Av on the Temple Mount



Chapter 4: Ascents, Celebrations and Prayers

Over the summer, we expanded our English programs, with a

regular weekly tour making the Mount accessible to Diaspora Jews

and tourists. The picture is clear: more and more Jews seek to

ascend — and do so at every opportunity. This doesn't happen on its

own; it's built day by day through our guides' work, and consistent

presence on the ground, together with our partners.

The amount of pilgrims to the Temple

Mount grew over the summer months

as well. During Tammuz, 3,725 Jews

ascended, and in Av, 9,376 ascended —

bringing the total since the start of 5786

to 64,932, a number that keeps

climbing each month.

This pace marks a multi-year high. Since

5781, the number of ascenders has nearly

tripled — despite COVID, Iron Swords,

and two rounds of war against Iran.

Behind the numbers are people:

individuals, families, and groups

ascending with Beyadenu guides

during the limited morning and

afternoon hours, including a boy who

marked his bar mitzvah on the Mount,

and a young couple who proposed up

on the Mount on the 15th of Av.



Chapter 5: Fighting Discrimination and Selective
Enforcement

The growth hasn't erased the harsh reality on the Mount. Over the summer,

a string of detentions and removals continued, illustrating how long the

road to full, free access is.

On the 17th of Tammuz, worshippers were detained after prayer and

received summonses for a hearing ahead of a restraining order. Later,

Beyadenu activist Akiva Ariel was banned for a full month, for raising the

Israeli flag on the Mount — despite multiple, repeated statements from

political leaders about preventing the removals of flag-bearers.

With legal support from attorney Chaim Bleicher, the Honenu

organization, and Tom Nisani, a professional legal brief was submitted on

his behalf for the hearing.

The pattern of selective enforcement continues. A

14-year-old girl was detained on the Mount for

bowing, and Beyadenu guide Rabbi Itai Elitzur

documented the detention of two minors in violation

of the law. On that very same Mount, Arab teens play

soccer in violation of the law and court rulings, and

police look the other way — yet a Jew who bows or

lays tefillin finds himself detained. This isn't

maintaining order; it's persecution of Jews.

Every gain is built slowly, but the impact is long-

lasting. Consistent legal and parliamentary presence

ensures that ascending the Mount won't remain

subject to momentary discretion, but becomes

anchored as a clear right.

https://beyadenu.org/he/crowds/%d7%97%d7%95%d7%a7-%d7%94%d7%9b%d7%95%d7%aa%d7%9c-%d7%9e%d7%9c%d7%9b%d7%95%d7%93%d7%aa-%d7%9e%d7%a1%d7%95%d7%9b%d7%a0%d7%aa-%d7%9c%d7%94%d7%a8-%d7%94%d7%91%d7%99%d7%aa/
https://beyadenu.org/he/crowds/%d7%97%d7%95%d7%a7-%d7%94%d7%9b%d7%95%d7%aa%d7%9c-%d7%9e%d7%9c%d7%9b%d7%95%d7%93%d7%aa-%d7%9e%d7%a1%d7%95%d7%9b%d7%a0%d7%aa-%d7%9c%d7%94%d7%a8-%d7%94%d7%91%d7%99%d7%aa/


THE FIGHT TO EXPAND
JEWISH ACCESS TO THE

TEMPLE MOUNT
At the end of Av, we announced the next goal in our campaign to

expand the Temple Mount's opening hours: opening the Mount for

Selichot during Elul, and reopening the Mount on Shabbat, as it was

until the year 2000.

We wrote to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Minister of

National Security Itamar Ben Gvir, with our demands and the

reasoning for why now is the perfect time. Alongside this, we launched

an email petition so that everyone can appeal to political leadership

and push for these simple demands to be met.

https://www.makorrishon.co.il/judaism/article/357060
https://beyadenu.org/he/crowds/%d7%94%d7%92%d7%99%d7%a2-%d7%94%d7%96%d7%9e%d7%9f-%d7%a4%d7%95%d7%aa%d7%97%d7%99%d7%9d-%d7%90%d7%aa-%d7%94%d7%a8-%d7%94%d7%91%d7%99%d7%aa-%d7%91%d7%a1%d7%9c%d7%99%d7%97%d7%95%d7%aa-%d7%95%d7%91%d7%a9/




לזכרו ˘ל אי˘ הר הבי˙
גר˘ון סלומון ז"ל

Ascenders Tales
Stories from the Temple Mount and Beyadenu Guides:

It was moving and meaningful. It was our

first time, for most of us, and was deeply

emotional. Roey joined halfway through to

guide us, and completely transformed the

experience. He explained everything

warmly, thoughtfully, professionally, and

spiritually, and connected all of us deeply

to the ascent to the Temple Mount. Thank

you so much!"

“My first time ascending the

Mount. So moving.

Connecting to the chain of

generations and praying at

the site of the Temple stirs the

heart.”

“"I ascended together with

my son ahead of his bar

mitzvah. 

It was so moving, thanks to

our guide!"

https://beyadenu.org/he/%D7%A7%D7%A8%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%94%D7%93%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%94-%D7%A2%D7%A9-%D7%92%D7%A8%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9F-%D7%A1%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%9F-%D7%96%D7%9C/
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